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CONTRA LEADERS READY TO GO’ TO MANAGUA
UNDER PEACE PLAN

By Julia Preston

Winkegrion s Formgm Serme

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Aug.
I5—Most of the senior civilian
#aders of the Nicaraguan rebels
sy they are prepared to return
‘rom exile to participate in politics
n Nicaragua under the terms of a
regional peace plan signed Aug. 7 in
Guatemala,

“I'm ready and anxious to go,*
Alfonso Robelo, one of six civilian
directors of the Nicaraguan Resis-
tance, the alliance of the U.S.-
backed rebels known as contras,
said yesterday. The resistance also
mncludes an irreguiar army of about
10,000 guerrillas,

The contra leaders’ willingness
to go back to their country con-
fronts the leftist Sandinista govern-
ment with a tough test as it weighs
hivw to comply with the pact signed
by the five Central American pres-
tdents, The peace plan calls for each
nation to offer an amnesty, so
armed rebels can lay down their
weapans, and for full pluralistic po-
litical freedoms to be established,

In Managua, President Daniel
Ortega, in hus first gesture towards
relaxing Nicaragua's restrictive po-
fitical environment, announced to-
day that three expelled Roman
Catholie clerics will be allowed to
return.

Bishop Pablo Antonio Vega and
the Rev. Bismarck Carballo, bath
Nicaraguans and outspoken BOVErn-
ment critics, were banned in June
1986 after Congress voted $100
million in°contra aid. They have
been living in the United States,

The Rer. Benito Pitito, an [talian,
was one of 10 priests expelled in
October 1984,

The Eoman Catholic leader, Car-
dinal M guel Obando y Bravo, said
after meeting with Ortega today in
Managus that he also expects the
church's radio station will go back
on the ar in coming weeks, Car-
balls was the station's director
when he was exiled,

Not zll of the contras spoke in
Eavor of the amnesty this week, The
contras® highest military command-
er, Enrijue Bermudesz, said in Hon-
duras that his troops will not accept
it and wdll not lay down their arms,

The -esistance’s civilian leaders,
who plan to meet President Reagan
Thursday in California, said they
will ask the administration to seek
new miitary aid for contra fighters
immeditely but to withhold it to
see if the Sandinista government
lives us to the Central American
accord. They also want nonlethal
aid to sustain their troops in place
in Nicacagua during a cease-fire.

The weord diminished prospects
that Cangress would apprave any
new aid for the contras, since the
pact signed by the presidents re-
jects foreign aid to guerrilla groups
in the segion. But the contras' pol-
iticians.are seeking to stave off that
possibiity by publicly accepting the
plan and leoking for wiys to turn it
to theis political advantage,

Three of six directors have said
they ase willing to risk a return to
Nicaragua: Robelo, Alfredo Cesar
and Azicena Ferrey. A fourth mem-
ber, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, has
conditimed his return on the re-
openin} of his family's newspaper,
La Prensa, Robelo said. All four
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were well nown for their open par-
ticipation m politics before they fied
their colin_ry. ¥

The lesders said they will go
back if the Sandinista government
revisés a current amnesty o in-
clude theo and to guarantee their
security. lowever, they said they
do not int :nd to break with the re-
sistance a d are awaiting a4 decision
by all sp= members to put their
strategy imto action. .

The otller two directors, Adwifo
Calero arl Aristides Sanchez, are
the most conservative and also ¢ os-
est to corura military operations

In latee September the Social
Christian Party, still functioning in
Nicarague. celebeates the 30th an-
niversary of its founding, Ferrey
and anott=r exiled Social Chris dan
who is 2 member of the resistamce,
—
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Jose Davila, are reay to try a brief
trip to Managua “t make the first
sounding,” Davila szd,

Robelo and Cesarsaid they would -

return after Nov. 7 when the pact's
provisions are to txe effect, if the
Sandinistas make the sweeping
democratic changesthat it réquires
and a cease-fire begns,

“The fact that hearaguan Prese
ident Daniel Ortga signed this
piece of paper to s represents a
substantial change” Robelo said,
“Maybe be did it wthout intending
to respect it. But se are going to
give hum the benefi of the doubt,”

said, “We don't need to

continue with aned warfare if

is democrac in Nicaragua.

We don't believe i using violence
Just to get power,”

lo, a memer of an early




Sandinista pta and now head of 3
conservativ political party in exile,
left Nicarasa m 1982. Cesar, a
former hea of the Central Bank,
also left tic year, Ferrey, one of
Nicaragua'most prominent oppo-
sition activis, left early this year.

Under arrent conditions the
contra leadrs face 30 years in jail
for sedition

Some olervers the
contras cod be trying to avoid be-
ing isolate by the plan and are
banking orthe Sandinistas being
the first toul to meet its terms,

“We're st playing tricks,” Ro-
belo respoced. “But we don't want
Daniel Ortea to trick us, either.”

Cesar sd there had been some
“confusion’tmong contra guerrillas
in the fieldbout the peace plan but
asserted thy were leaming to ac-
cept it. *Ware explaining in detail
to them thy will not be disarmed,”
he said.

Special correspondent  Wileon
Ring addefrom Tegucigaipa, Han-
duras

Bermud:, whose official title is
commandeof the northern army of
the Nicarjuan Reststance, said,
‘Amnesty * not for us. We consider
urselves | be peaceful people who
were force to take arms to defend
urseives =cause we cannat do it
18 civilians'

“We aregoing to say we supp

not be sold out for the intexsts of
athers,” Bermudes said. o

Bermudez cited conditios that
must be met for the rebelso stop
fighting. He called for a cese-fire’

ceive food, medicine and othr non-
lethal supplies. Sandinistatroops
must be bound by the samesstric-
tions, with no new arms buikp.
Bermudez demanded thaall in-
ternational wolunteers helpg the,
Sandinistas leave Nicaraga., He
said the Nicaraguan Army wst be

he peaceagreement,” Bermuder
wdded in 2 interview at a contra
ase camy “We will talk about a
ease-fire ut we will present our
m'lel::mdjm‘ chief

n the cedition that the camp's
acation m be revealed. He is one
€ the to contras scheduled to

e d from the Sandinta par- |
ty, and all local Sandinisi block
committees must be abolisid. The
rebels argue that the comittees
are used to repress the popation.
Bermudez said his troopremain |
committed to their war.’] told
them the Guatemals treatydoesn't!
hﬁgwmrﬂﬁng.'ﬂzwiﬂ:m—,‘
tinue, * he said. I



