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Cenatral America sum

—

mit

Peace hopes rise as
leaders welcome
Reagan’s proposals

Fri m Martha Honey, Guatemala City

Central American Presidents
meeting here vesterday ar:d
today welcomed a new peac:
sal from Washinglon as
a significant adjunct to their
own regional peace plan, They
expressed oplimism that pro-
gress was being mt:dm-n“r;rds
mg o negodiated end o
the wars in Micaragua and E1
Salvadar.
“Reacting o Washington™s
Beacp initiative, Nicaragua™
resident Oriega called. for
“unconditional  bilateral
talks™ with the US, but unlike
the other four Central Ameri-
can_feaders he declined (o
praise the contents of the six-
point Washingion plan.
Ciher leaders stressed that
there were. 'many poinls of
coincidence”  belween  the

Reagan plan and the 10-point  ba

E:ce plan drown_ up by
sident Anas of Costa Rica,
While Reagan Administr.-
tion officials apparently in
tended hat ikeir plan be madc
the central topic of discussior.
at the two-day summit here.
Central American leaders saic
the only propasal officially on
the table was the Arias plan,
They said they were consid-
ering the Washington plan
along with' other “ohser-
vations™ made by the Centml
American countries and the

four-ration Contadora group,

President Cerezo of Guate-
nirala, the summit's host, said:
“We receive any initiative
seeking with a fot of
interest. But the main goal of
this meeting 15 6o discuss the

optamme  and  proposals
rom Central Amenica, Later
we will discuss the plan from
Reapan,™

This is the first time the

Conts Fics, Miarngra: Hom:
la icaragua, Hon-

duras m:?}l Salvador have
mel 1o discuss the peace plan
which President Arias  first
proposed last: Fe . The
US has not been invited o
participate, but all here con-
eede that, given US interesis
in Central  America,  the
Reagan Administration's
cking is essential to the
suceess of any peace plan,

President Reapan formally
ennounced what he called the
bipartisan on Wednes-
day, a day the summit
opened and as the foreign
ministers were mecting here io
discuss revisions 1o the Arias
peace plan.

Mr James Wright, the
conservative  Democratic
Speake

r of the House of US

Representatives, helped - 1o
Is

cinitinte the plan, bul some
i Democrats expressed

Iiberal

l'i;ar;aﬂla! li;cht'llﬁn_m be
simply a aimed at
disrupting the C{'ntra[ Ameri-
can summit and ultimately
winning congressional  ap-
roval for more US aid to the
dicaraguan Contras,

The Micaraguan Foreign
Minister, Father Miguel
D¥Escoto, said it was “very,
very  rede™ of  President

to “drop this kind of
bomb™ on the.eve of the
Sumimit.

Summit sourees say that a
main obstacls to agresment on
the Arias plan was Honduras's
insistence that US aid o th
Micaraguan Contras “should
mok be cut off until six months
after a ceasefire and the im-
plementation of democratic
reforms in Micaragua,

El Salvador, also a staunch
US ally, tends 1o support this
view, while Costa Kica and
Guatemala, along with lefi-
wing Nica advacale an
immediate suspension of US

aid 1o the rebels. Under
Washington's plan, Contra aid
would suspended  until

September 30, at which point
the White House could ask the
JS Congress. o vote addi-
tional aid if i ua had not
complied fully with the peace
plan.




